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For Jim Glickenhaus, 003 is the magic number 

SCG 003, an all-new bespoke supercar, will debut in March 2015. 

By Chris Chilton 
 

 

        Scuderia Cameron Glickenhaus 

Jim Glickenhaus, the enthusiast who so graciously lives out our supercar building, driving, and racing 
fantasies for us, is back with not one, but two brand new cars.  

Last week, Jim released a teaser image but not much in the way of detail to satiate fans’ thirst for 
information about the third project from Scuderia Cameron Glickenhaus. Rumors of a car with a tiny 
footprint and an 1800-lb curb weight, started by Jim himself, spread around the web like the flu on a 
submarine, but that was the plan.  

How do we know? Because we’ve got the lowdown on SCG 003 and its evil racing twin, SCG 003 C, 
from the guy who’s actually making them happen, Paolo Garella. If you haven’t heard Garella’s name, 
you certainly know his work. Apart from the Enzo-based Ferrari P4/5 by Pininfarina and the 430-derived 
P4/5 Competizione pair he built for Jim, Garella is also responsible for creations like the 2010 Lancia 
Stratos evocation, and he previously worked as head of Pininfarina’s Special Projects division.  

The goal this time is to build a car that’s as capable of hacking New York traffic as it is taking a full 24 
hours of abuse at the Nürburgring endurance race, something Garella believes the current crop of 
hypercars, including LaFerrari, wouldn’t manage.  

The brief was clear, but until now, the manner of execution was not.  

“We showed Jim two different design proposals,” Garella says of his meeting in Italy with Glickenhaus 
last week. “One was a more gentle Italian style reminiscent of 1960s sports cars, though not specifically 
referencing one particular vehicle. The other was a more aggressive, modern design inspired by current 
LMP1 cars.”  

And despite his noted admiration for 1960s race cars—Jim’s P4/5 was clearly inspired by the Ferrari 330 
P3/4 with which it shares garage space—it was the second design that piqued Glickenhaus’s interest.  
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When we spoke with Paolo back in November, there was talk of building the race and road cars to 
different designs, but now both will follow the same pattern. Some of the hardware has changed since 
then, too.  

Having dismissed both the Ferrari 458 as a base (“chassis too fragile”—listen to them complain about 
that in Maranello) and the McLaren 12C (too wide, unreliable … ), the car was originally set to be based 
around the carbon tub of the Alfa 4C and fitted with new aluminium structures in the front and rear. But 
not anymore.  

“The 4C tub is very well made. It’s a waste to put a four-cylinder engine in there. But when we looked at 
all the modifications we wanted to do—changing the engine and orientation, fitting our own suspension, 
changing the wheelbase and track widths—it just made sense to make our own,” claims Garella.  

That chassis will still be a carbon-fiber tub and fitted with aluminum subframes at either end to give the 
same 106.3-inch wheelbase as a Lamborghini Aventador. But instead of cradling a monster V12, 
SCG003’s engine bay will be home to a modified version of the twin -turbo 3.0 V6 found in Maserati’s 
Quattroporte.  

UPDATE, 12/23/13: As Jim himself reports in the comments at the bottom of the article, the aluminum 
subframes are now out! His team will design and engineer CF front and rear subframes for the car. -Ed. 

“We’ve bought two engines for development already. They’ll be heavily modified, and we’ll increase the 
capacity from 3.0 to around 3.5 liters. We’re looking at 600 hp for the road car, but the race version will 
have restrictors pegging it back to around 550 hp.”  

You read it right: The street car will outmuscle its race car sibling and, at around 2400 lbs, it will weigh 
450 lbs less. According to Garella, that rumoured 1800-lb curb weight was an early figure from an entirely 
different concept. Both street and track cars get the same pushrod suspension and competition Hewland 
transaxle. “We had a Hewland on the P4/5, and it was surprising how easy it was to drive,” Gallera says.  

Garella’s firm, simply called Paolo Garella, is managing the project, but work on individual components 
will be outsourced to a handful of companies cherry-picked for their expertise. The carbon body, for 
instance, is the work of Turin-based Granstudio, whose boss Lowie Vermeersch is another ex-Pininfarina 
man.  

Expect the street car to make its debut at the Geneva International Motor Show in March 2015 and the 
race car to arrive in time to grab a grid slot at the Nürburgring 24-hour race that summer.  

Jim and Paolo are granting Road & Track exclusive access to the whole build process, so we’ll be 
keeping you in the loop every step of the way.  
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